
Wag News

Wag Springs in to action!
It’s Spring and in Wag we’re already seeing the the green shoots of 
visiting life returning to something like normal! As you know, our home 
visitors have been visiting uninterrupted since March last year, starting 
outside on long leads, progressing inside with restrictions at the end 
of May and its been a joy to have been able to get everyone back 
together and grow our numbers of older dog lovers at home too; 123 of 
them today and counting... (amazing!) as well as everyone in care and 
hospitals.

Like so many charities, it’s not been an easy couple of years for us and 
your support - volunteering, Walking for Wag, fundraising, becoming a 
Friend, donating, buying dog tags from the shop - has helped to keep 
us strong and moving forward, thank you!

This summer sees the launch of the first Wag & Company Golf Day at 
Linden Hall on the 17th of June, our long awaited Coast2Coast cycle 
with 10 intrepid riders cycling 128 miles and some seriously big hills on 
2nd & 3rd of July, lots of runners at the Great North Run on the 11th of 
September and the wonderful event that Walk for Wag at Kielder has 
become on the 17th of September! So much to look forward to and we 
hope to see you there!

Spring 2022

Special Wag friendships...
Thank you so much for continuing to support Wag and having an 
important role in providing these special, life long friendships, so 
simple but so very necessary. Not only does having friends make such 
a difference to the way people feel about their lives, but it regularly 
impacts on their health too. Meet some of the people you’re helping.

Wag Team, Miriam and Nula visit Rob...
Rob’s son Alastair got in touch in January to see if we could visit his 
dad. He explained that Rob’s a life long dog lover, he’s always had 
Scotties. but now he can’t really have a dog of his own and as he’s 
about to finish his Maths degree (wow Rob!) and he might have a bit 
more time on his hands than he’d like! We paired him up with Miriam 
and Nula and their first visit was a total hit, Alastair told us “I saw Wag 
on LinkedIn a few years ago so when I started to worry about Dad, I 
knew where to go. 

Read more...

Wag Team, Gail and Cosmo visit Carole...
Here’s Friendship Dog Cosmo the Labradoodle with his best friend 
Carole. Carole is very isolated, she lost her husband a year ago, they 
did everything together, her family live in Scotland and her health 
issues mean she can’t get out at all now; she spends a great deal of 
time alone in her flat!

Read more...

Making new friends at home...
It’s no surprise that our unique home visitors are in such demand with 
the impact of lockdown and loneliness being keenly felt everywhere 
across our region. We’re working hard to get the perfect matches 
out visiting safely as soon as possible, here’s a feel for who’s joining 
TeamWag and why they need us...

•  Mrs B lives in Sunderland and has always had Staffies and 
Beagles. She can’t get out much now and as a result she’s found 
herself feeling increasingly isolated. Regular cuddles from a special 
dog and a chat and a cuppa with a new fellow dog lover will mean 
the world.

•  Mrs F also lives in Sunderland, her health problems mean that 
she can’t get out at all any more and she has always loved 
being outside and walking her dogs, she used to have German 
Shepherds, so it’s quite a big change for her. You can see how 
much of a difference new Wag friends who visit regularly will make.

•  Mr C is 87, he lives alone in Stockton after he unexpectedly lost his 
wife last year. He’s become quite depressed, isolated and lonely 
and the referrer believes his quality of life will be greatly improved by 
having a Visiting Wag Team. He adores dogs, his eyes light up when 
he talks about the dogs he’s had in the past, he takes dog treats to 
the local dog field hoping to spend some time with friendly dogs.

•  Mrs R is 94, she is also widowed and lives alone in Newcastle.  Her 
daughter contacted us to let us know Mum needed a friend and we 
were very grateful to Independent Age who visited to complete the 
referral. Mrs R’s had dogs all her life, many breeds over the years, 
the family recently lost her daughter’s dog who used to visit so now 
she has no interaction at all with a dog and she really misses them. 
Covid restrictions have also left her feeling a little isolated so a 
Visiting Wag Team will be just what the Doctor ordered!

•  Mrs W is 70, she lives with her husband near Newcastle and 
suffers from memory problems.  They have always had dogs, 
Poodles, Staffies, a Bichon Frise, but once they lost their last dog 
they found they couldn’t manage a dog of their own anymore.  They 
would really love a Friendship Dog to visit and they will both benefit 
from the social contact with the volunteer too.

Vounteers are urgently needed for people just like this. These 
ladies are in Sunderland but Newcastle is always a particular hot 
spot for us. If you can spare an hour or two most weeks to share 
your dog and have a chat and a cuppa with an older dog lover in 
your community, please don’t hesitate, our lovely friends need 
their friends now and shouldn’t be on long waiting lists.

Find out more about volunteering with your dog...

Visiting for Wag & Company is an important position of trust. 
Our volunteers are sharing their dogs with people who are often 
vulnerable with reduced immunity, many are living alone and come 
to rely on their volunteer as a real friend, someone to care about, 
to trust in their homes and with their life stories, someone to act 
responsibly if there was an accident or a sudden illness, someone to 
raise the alarm if they were in any kind of difficulty and also someone 
who will do everything possible to keep them safe from infectious 
diseases.

Over 410 great people and their special dogs volunteer for Wag & 
Company across our region, meet one of them, this is Jess.

Jess and Frank visit Beechwood Care Home in Northallerton. Jess 
lives out of our current area in York but so keen was she to volunteer 
she was happy to drive up to Northallerton where we were already 
visiting to share little Frank! Here she tells us why.

Find out more about Jess and Frank...

Volunteer profile…

Our fallen heroes...
We bid a fond farewell to the beloved Friendship Dogs we’ve lost 
since November; we’ll miss them and we thank them all for their 
special service.  

Welcoming our new 
Friendship Dogs...
A very warm Wag welcome to all these special dogs making older 
people smile across our North East communities…

Our other news...

Meet our new Community & Operations 
Director, Catriona Taylor joins us in April 
We’re delighted to be welcoming Catriona to our team in April. Catriona 
brings with her a wealth of charity fundraising, communications and 
operational experience from her work in Children North East, Blood 
Cancer UK and Bright Red. Catriona doesn’t have a dog at home right 
now but her husband Frank runs puppy classes at Dogs Trust Dog 
School and used to train Guide Dogs so she’s already shared her life 
with some very special dogs and can’t wait to join the Wag family and 
get involved in our lovely work.

17th June 2022 - Wag & Company Golf Day 
Attention all golfers! We are absolutely delighted to launch the first ever 
Wag & Company charity golf day which will take place at Linden Hall 
Golf Club on Friday 17 June. Teams of 4 golfers will play one of the 
finest golf courses in Northumberland, with some fabulous prizes up for 
grabs for the winning team as well as the best individual scores from a 
Linden Hall member and visitor.

Golfers interested in taking part or finding out more about the Wag golf 
day should contact Wag supporter and event supremo Alastair Lambie 
on 07790 494078 or alastair.lambie@hotmail.co.uk

Walk for Wag 2022! More than a Walk, a 
fantastic day out! 
Great news, we have the date for 2022 - Saturday 17th September 
2022. Walk for Wag has become such an fantastic day out, lots of old 
and new friends, dogs of every shape and size, Newfoundlands doing 
a rescue in the reservoir, Police Dogs, the Hexham Uketeers, our older 
friends enjoying a day out, pizzas, the most gorgeous scenery in this 
idyllic setting and lots of laughs - what’s not to love! Don’t forget to save 
the date! Online registration opens on the 1st of June.

Find out more about Walk for Wag...

If you can’t make it to Kielder or you don’t want to wait till September 
to get your walking boots on to support Wag, why not create your own 
Walk for Wag…Anywhere and anytime you like. Something to do with 
your family or a group of colleagues maybe, we’ll send you the t-shirts 
and the bandanas and you’re off! Click the link below for more info...

Find out more about Walk for Wag...Anywhere

On your bike for the Wag Coast to Coast 2022 
in July...
10 amazing Wag supporters - some quite new to cycling - are cycling 
the Coast to Coast, Workington to Tynemouth on 2 and 3 July! The 
challenge is 128 miles with some seriously big hills! Their target is at 
least £5,000, thats 14 Wag volunteers regularly visiting elderly dog 
lovers for a whole year! Amazing. So brave!

We are also so grateful to Colin and Leigh who have volunteered to run 
the event for us and to act as the support team on the day! Loving the 
new Wag cycle shirts, can’t wait to see you everyone in action!!!

If you can support these committed fundraisers, they would be very 
grateful, here’s the link!

https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/c2cwagandcompany

The Great North Run 2022...
Missed out in the ballot for the Great North Run? No problem, we’ve 
got guaranteed places in the world’s biggest half-marathon! If you’d like 
a place, just email us at events@wagandcompany.co.uk, you’ll commit 
to paying a small admin fee and raising a minimum of £350; the cost of 
a Visiting Wag Team visiting the elderly in our communities for a year!

You’ll have a lovely red Wag running vest, a Wag water bottle, useful 
training tips and the great feeling that you’re tangibly helping people 
in your neighbourhood by undertaking this amazing, unforgettable 
challenge back this year, on it’s old route!

Find out more about fundraising for Wag...

Wag at Crufts!!
Very exciting to see Wag feature on Crufts More4 show on the 11th of 
September! Amazing! Our best friend, 92 year old Mrs Sheila Moody 
along with her Visiting Wag Team Diane and Eddie had starring roles 
by video but a massive well done to Mandy, Annie and gorgeous 
trainee Maggie, fantastic TeamJobling, who had a great interview on 
the BBC set at the NEC in Birmingham with Sophie Morgan!! They 
even had a private audience with the one and only Clare Balding! 
Great day! The only slight problem was that we had so much interest in 
our website it crashed!

Why not get involved... 

Volunteer, Shop,  
Walk for Wag, Fundraise, Donate,  

Refer or Become a Friend.

Visit us at wagandcompany.co.uk 
or stay in touch on social media...
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Exit through gift shop...

Visit our online shop for everything Wag, including your  brilliant 
personalised dog tags... as modelled here by the lovely Bosco!

Visit the Wag shop...
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