
#WeAreWag

Wag Friendship Dogs are 
pets who ‘qualify’ to befriend 
people who may be vulnerable, 
elderly or chronically ill… they 
make the world of difference 
to the way people feel about 
their lives. 

To ‘qualify’ they must all pass 
Wag’s assessment and it’s critical 
that this is carried out by specialists 
in animal or canine behaviour.

We need volunteer, professional 
dog assessors to make sure sure 
everyone is safe and happy!

To find out more about volunteering,  
give us a ring on 01434 505022, drop us a line  
at office@wagandcompany.co.uk or visit

wagandcompany.co.uk

Canine Behaviour 
Professionals...  
we need your help!
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Who can do it?  
•	� Veterinary Surgeons 
•	� Veterinary Nurses qualified to at least 

Level three and with either five years 
experience or a dog behaviour or 
training qualification.

•	� Dog trainers who are either degree 
qualified in animal or canine behaviour 
and/or are members of the:

	 >   �Animal Training &  
Behaviour Council

	 >   Association of Pet Dog Trainers
	 >   �Institute of Modern Dog Trainers
	 >   �Professional Association of  

Canine Trainers
	 >   �Kennel Club Accredited Instructors
•	� Assistance Dog Trainers 

(Assistancedogs.org.uk)
•	 Service or Police Dog Trainers 

What’s involved?  
Wag’s assessment was created by David 
Ryan, internationally acclaimed Dog 
Behaviouralist & Trainer and updated 
over time by Wag’s existing volunteer 
assessors led by Senior Assessor Vicky 
Welsh.  
It covers all the key requirements of 
Friendship Dogs and takes no more than 
20 minutes. 
You would just need a short time  to 
review and complete our online 
induction programme and download our 
assessment forms!

Where do the assessments  
take place?  
You’d use your own premises, or arrange 
to use a local community space, it 
doesn’t need to be big. Wag is a charity 
reliant on community support - so we 
always hope spaces will be donated - but 
failing that reasonable costs will be met 
by Wag.

How long will each assessment 
take?  
About 20 minutes, could be once a week 
or once a fortnight, whatever availability 
you have at times to suit you.  
We would put your contact details on the 
Wag website and people would contact 
you directly to arrange their dogs 
assessment. We hope that assessments 
can be arranged within a couple of 
weeks.

Am I insured by Wag?  
Yes, all the activities necessary to provide 
Wag’s Friendship Dogs, including the 
assessments, are covered by Wag’s 
insurance.

Can I discuss it with someone  
in detail?  
Yes, Vicky Welsh is our Senior Assessor 
responsible for our dog assessment 
standards. She would be happy to 
answer any questions at enquiries@
haveagooddog.co.uk
For all other questions, you can talk to 
the team in the Wag office on 01434 
505022 or office@wagandcompany.co.uk

Becoming a Wag volunteer  
dog assessor... your FAQ’s.
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